
 

 

Dorothy Gardner Nursery School  

Issue 8 December 2019 

Staff update 

Please welcome Matt, Dana and Kim who have joined our team this term. Dana is an                             

Early Years Educator and Kim and Matt are part of the Inclusion team.  

Tuesday 7th January 2020  -  Nursery  open as usual 

A BIG thank you to Pins and Needles                                                                                                                        

for kindly      

donating the 

Christmas tree 

this year. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended the  Coffee morning and the Toilet  training workshops.        

There will be  more taking place in the new year.   

Footwear   

Please ensure that your child attends Nursery 

wearing appropriate  shoes/boots that are easy 

for them to put on and take off.                                                           

This will encourage them 

to be independent.  

 

Next term Helen will be 

facilitating                        

Circle of Security         

parenting group from            

15th January 2020 for 8 

weeks. Please see Helen 

for more information. 

Library  

Our Library is open every Thursday. Please         
remember to return your child’s book/CD/DVD 
and choose another one. Children are enjoying the 
opportunity to visit and take books home. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH THE LIBRARY 
PLEASE SEE KARENE 

Have you thought about visiting                      

Queens Park Library during the holiday? 

 



PERSONAL SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Managing feelings and behaviour  
 
The children have been working on the way we do things at nursery. This includes:  
 putting their jackets on their pegs 
 following simple rules within the nursery 
  verbalising their disputes with their peers OR coming to an adult for guidance 

 
 Making relationships  
 
A lot of the children have developed good friendships with their peers.   
They are learning the importance of being kind and friendly to 
everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  Playing together with the Nativity scene 

If your child was born between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016, he or she will be starting          

Reception in primary school from September 2020. 

The closing date for applications to be submitted is 15 January 

2020. 

For more information and to submit your application for primary schools please go to: 

https://www.westminster.gov.uk/starting-primary-school 
Please speak to your Key Person if you need further support with your application.  

If your child has additional needs please speak to Sarah, our SENDCO if you would like support with 

the school application process. You can find lots of helpful information on schools for additional 

needs if you look up online: Westminster SEND Local Offer, then ‘Parent Zone’, then ‘School’. 

https://www.westminster.gov.uk/starting-primary-school


The London Children’s Book Project:  

We were lucky enough to have a visit from the London 

Children’s Book Project who read us different books and 

donated 3 boxes of books for the children to enjoy.  

  

     

 

 

 

NUMERACY 

 The focus has been exploration of numbers. This includes counting,  mathematical  vocabulary and 

different ways to  incorporate math into our nursery environment. The children have enjoyed a variety 

of math related interests  such as colourful pebbles, number block tower, funny bones counting game 

and our fun new  playdough counting cards. These activities have supported children in turn taking, 
a better understanding of measurement and shapes, along with  developing patience.  The children 

had a focus number  - number eight to represent the number of candles on a  Jewish Menorah.   

 

 

                   

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

                                           

 

  

 

    We even counted the cars at the Science Museum!    



LITERACY, COMMUNICATION &             

LANGUAGE 

The children have been applying their initiative 

to  label their work, by using their own individual 

name cards as a guide to write their  names. The 

dancing book session has given the children an 

opportunity to be creative with storytelling.  

  

  

KNOWLEDGE &  UNDERSTANDING  

OF THE WORLD 

A trip to the science museum. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As an acknowledgment to the cultural            
celebrations that we recognised, some        

EXPRESSIVE ART & CREATIVITY  

The children who attend  Forest School  collected some leaves from the  forest to bring back to the 

nursery. This gave them resources to make some transient art using natural  materials. 



What better way to 

end the celebrations 

than with Ben our  

Executive  

Headteacher doing a 

spot of washing up!! 

Christmas lunch was an  

amazing banquet of            

traditional Christmas food 

and celebrations.  The        

children had a wonderful 

time! 

THANK YOU SONIA. 



PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 The children have enjoyed a variety of physical              
activities in the outdoor nursery environment over the 
past few weeks. We introduced Hobby Horses as part of 
the outdoor provision, which the children ‘rode’              
to classical  music.     
 
                                                                                                                                                                                

 
Some of children have been doing yoga classes in 
small groups with the Yoga teacher Janet. This         
encourages them to practise mindfulness, flexibility 
and helps them feel calm and relaxed.  
 
 
 
 
                 
 

The wooden balance bikes have been really                                                                                                          
popular with the children. These bikes provide lots          
of fun  and helps to develop their motor skills,                                                                                                                
coordination and agility. 

 

 and a Happy New Year! 

Wishing all our families a very 

Merry Christmas 


